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On Dec. 2, two Chamber of Deputies committees, interior and agrarian reform, voted to approve
proposed amendments to Article 27 of the Constitution. The amendments, submitted for approval
by the legislature on Nov. 7, were expected to pass in a floor vote later in the week. Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI) deputies on the committees voted in favor of the reforms, while legislators
representing the Democratic Revolution Party (PRD) and Popular Socialist Party (PPS) voted "no."
Deputies from the National Action Party (PAN), the Cardenista National Reconstruction Front
Party (PFCRN), and the Authentic Mexican Revolution Party (PARM) abstained. The committees
approved the following ceilings on private holdings: 2,500 ha. of irrigated cropland; 5,000 ha. of
rain- fed cropland; 10,000 ha. of fertile pasture; and 20,000 ha. of woodland, semi-arid pasture, or
arid terrain. The establishment of ceilings is aimed at preventing the re- emergence of latifundia.
Campesino groups and opposition political leaders assert that the proposed reforms will open up
the countryside to exploitation by big private business interests to the detriment of the majority of
small-scale farmers. In the past week, 11 campesino organizations published statements in local
newspapers arguing against the constitutional amendments. One such statement said that the
reforms would "end land redistribution, eliminate the right to community land ownership, and
lead to the disappearance of indigenous peoples." The campesino organizations said the initiative
would constitute a "legal mechanism to foster privatization of cooperative farms and the ejidos." At
present, nearly 1 million ha. of land are under the ejido system. Ejidos, or communal property units,
number 26,000. Campesino groups and opposition politicians say low productivity on ejido lands is
the result of government economic policies and the lack of public support, i.e., producer subsidies,
rural extension services, and production loans. The executive branch argues that productivity will
increase once property relations are modified to support private sector initiative. The opposition
PRD has called on the government to halt the "counterrevolution in the countryside." (Sources:
Agence France-Presse, Spanish news service EFE, 12/03/91)
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